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That it is good to be in Debt. 

E are fallen into tha - t 

k are fallen into that dotageo 
che world, in which the 
worſt thin.'s do overtop the 
worthieſt, Sence doth beſor 
the underitanding , drinke 
overcometh the brain, and 
the eye beguileth and mu leadetb the fight; 
And therefore in tender commileration of 
mankiude, I will endeavour to tectiſie their 
er — in a Paradox, then which there 
th none more intricate been diſcuſſed 
and canvaled among the Stoicks in Zeno 
Porch, that is, That it is better for a man to 
le in Debt, then otherwiſe : Ordiar ab ove, 
I will begin from an Exge, that your con- 
coction may be the _—_ In S whole 
courſe and frame of Nature, we ſee that no- 
thing is made for it ſelf, but each hath a 
bond of duty, ot uſe, or of ſervice, by which 
iti indebted to other; The Sunne by his 
A 2 ſplendor 
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ſplendor to enlighten all the world; by his 
warmth and heat, to cheriſh and comfort 
each living and vegitable creature. Vea, 
Man himſelf is ſo ed of God, that not 
ogely his Countrey, his Parents, and his 
Friei Q claim a ſhare in him, but he is alſo 
indebted to his Dog, and to his Ox, the 
one for hunting for his pleaſure, the other 
for labouring for his profit, ſo that quic- 
quid babet yenu ingenii mo is amor is, the ab li- 
ties of his ſpirit, the affection of his mind, 
he hath them for others as much as for him- 
ſelf; nay, the more for others, by how much 
he deſired to be the greater Lord over others. 
Let him but look into himſelf, an i ſce how 
his conſlitutive parts are debters each to 
other; the ſoul doth qui. ken and give lite to 
the body, the body like an Automaton, dotli 
me and carry it ſelf and the ſou.; func 
him in his parts, the eye ſeeth for the foot, 
the foot ſtandeth for the hand, the hand 
toucheth for the mouth, the mouth taſteth 
for the ſlomack, the ſlomack cateth for the - 
whole body, the body repayeth back again 
that nutriment which it hath recewed to all 
the parts, diſ. harging the retriments b, the 
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Port Eſquiline ; and F this in ſo comelyan 
order, and by a La ſo certain, and in ſo due 
a time, as if Nature had rather man ſhould 
not have been at all, then not tobe a Debter 
in every part of him; which hath made me 
reſolve, That to whomſocyer I mean to be 
a friend, I will ſtrive to be in his debt: and 
what can I do leſſe? for to him that doch 
me a good turn, I am bound to return him 
the greateſt pleaſure, which I can no way do, 
but by gs his debt; for what content- 
ment will it be unto him, when I ſhall repay 
him his own again? The Alcbimiſt, who 
promiſe to themſelves to turn Tin into Sil- 
ver, and Copper into Gold, how will they be 
tranſported out of themſelves with joy, if 
they ſhould but ſee a happy iſſue of their at- 
tempt? how much more a Creduor, when 
he ſhall recover a deſperate debt? it is like the 

joy of a Father that receives his loſt Child. 
Again, he that is inde! t, hath this great 
privile dge above other men, that his Credi- 
tors porte out | eariy prayers for him, thev 
wiſh that he way live, thrive, proſper, 
and g ow rich, all for t' cir own advan- 
tage, they ſeem to be careſull for the ir 
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debtors, that they oo not loſe their princi- 
pall with the intereſt, for their Money is 
their lite; witneſle thoſe Ulurers ot France, 
who when they heard that the price of 
Corn was fallen, went and hang d them- 
{elves for grief. 

What a command doth the Debtor g in 
over his Creditors ? he becometh in a man- 
ner their Land- Lord to whom they cap, 
crouch, and kneel, as if they did owe him 
all ſuits and ſervices, and are as ambitious of 
their favours, as they who in Rome did can- 
vale the people for their voyces to attain the 
greateſt offices: but here is their cunning lau- 
dant ut ledant, they praiſe them that they may 
prey upon them. And therefore you brave 
Gallants & Spend-rhrifts, who find by your 
wofull experience, that no whip gives a 
fhrewder laſh then the labells of a Bond or 
Obligation, with a Noverine uni yerſi, Sinner 
and Lacy, whenſocver y: u fall into the Mer- 
cers Books, never take care or make conſci- 
ence of paying your debts, for by that 
means you ſhall keep your Creditor in awe; 
and ſhall have him wonderfull courteous, 


officious, and obſequ ous towards you, and 
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'a great Mint. Maſter of fair words. 
Wichout debt and loan, the fabrick of 
the world will be diſ-zoyntcd and fall aſſun- 
der into its firſt Chaos, che beauty of the 
Starrs, what would it be but vaſtneſſe, and 
deformity, if the Sun did not lend them 
tight? the carth would remain unfruitfull, 
it it did not borrow refreſhing de from 
the water y Signes and Planets; the ſummer 
is pleaſant, and promiſeth great hopes of 
plenty, but it is, becauſe it takerbup much up - 
on traſt from the friendly and ſeafonable 
temperment of the Elements. And, to ſay 
the truth; there is nothing good or great in 
the world, but that it borroweth ſome thing 
from others to make it great, or lendeth to 
another to make it good, and therefore f 
marvell why Antiquity, » ho made Mildew, Hege. 
Feaver, and Scar vig'aſſe Goddeſſes, did not: — Yh 
Matriculate Loan and Debt among the reſt. : ; 
TheElements who are linked together by 
a league of Aſſociation, and — 4 ſym- 
bolizing qualities, do barter and truch, — 
row and lend one to another, as being the 
Burſe and Royall. Exchange of Nature, 


they are by this traffique aud intercourſe the 
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very life and nouriſhment of all ſublunary 
bodies, and therefore are called Elimerta, 
quaſi Alimenta, whoſe happy concord and 
conjunction bath brouglit forth thoſe, 
' whom the world for the good done to man · 
kinde, hath eſteemed Gods, as Bacchus the 
great Vintner, Ceres the Meal · mother, Flora 
the Tutty- maker, Vertumus and Pomona 
Coſtard mongers. 

Now if every man would render and 
repay in full weight, that which by due 
debt he oweth, and hath borrowed from 
others, Saturns golden age would return 
again, in which there was no difference of 
Meitalls, but Gold and Silver were all one 
Oarc, and made the yelk of the earth, Natures 
great Eg i neither did Meum & Tuum bound 
out, and apportionate Lan-{sand Lordſhips, 
by Mear-ltones, and diverſity of tenures of 
ſocadge and focadge ; ſince when, gui haber 
terras, habet guerras, and the King of hea- 
vens peace hath been diſturbed amongſt 
men: but then all things were all mens, as 
neceſlity did allot ard award, who was then 
the onely qu ige and Arbitrator, con petem. 
ly allowing to every man, that which he 
ſlood in uecd of. With 


979 
With what deatueſſe have both Gods and 
hue men countenanced and graced 
cbrors ? to whom Diana the great God- 
deſſe of Epheſus , granted her Temple for a 
Sanctuary, to keep them out of Pay bell Pi- 
Heuſes, or if they were caught, Solon, 
Go follemn law inacted, would not have 
their bodies to be fertered or manicled 


amongſt Malefactors, but that they ſhould 


enjoy their liberty throughout all the Parks 
and Purlucs of the Priſoa, or, to ſpeak more 
mildly,of their reſtraint and indurance; for 
the Priſon is built Purgatory-wile, after the 
architecture of Rome with a I imbus and Tal- 
lienem ; The Dungeon is the Devills pin- 
fold and the very ſuburbs of hell, her- 
Varlces, Roarers, and ſtiletto- ſtabbers are let 
down, as the proper food that ſtuffs that 
greedy Maw; the next Room is the L ollard 
of Trunck-hoſed Fameliſts and Separatiſts, 
who after they have been rowelled in the 
neck, to eure them of the Megtim of the 


bead, they are by the -_w flame of this 


Hove, and the heat of their own zcal, made 
0 {wcar our their contumacy and other 
peccant humou:s; the upper skirt and ſtago 
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of this building, is the Garret of expencefull 
Waſters, Gameltcrs, and unthrifty Debtors, 
where though they live robbed of their li- 
berty, as they rifled others of their Money, 
yet is it their great happineſſe, that being 
lutted, as it were, with an Aplauſtick vo- 
— life, they have an eaſie overture made 
to the contemplative and practick life of 
vertue: Who ever lived more like a ſouc d 
Gurn· head amongſt men, then Diogenes the 
Cynick, barrclling himſelf up in his Tub like 
a Kegg of Sturgion? yer was the happineſſe 
of his contented life envyed of the greateſt 
Monarche, who having made their throats 
the through-fare and the Cullenders of 
cats and drinks, found an over gorged 
Belly to be Wits clog , Reaſons Sepulcher, 
Luſts-Arſcnall, the Magazin of lewd practi- 
ſes, an i the Nurſery of all Vices: all which 
provocations arc defaulted by debts , wants, 
and indigency. . 
And laſtly, the Lumbards, Uſurers, and 
Scriveners, who are the Bedles of begga s, 
and are accounted the Tetters upon the bo- 
dy politique of the Common. weale, who 
zurn the Kalcads and new Mc. ous, and the 


feſtivall 


feſtivall dayes of quarter gaudies, into the 
octaves of diſaſter, & Dooms-dayes-reckon- 
ings ; when any of theſe come to heaven, 
there is a wonderment amongſt the Angells, 
and they cry out with Sir Gazman of Alfa- 
rache, fruta nue va, fruta nue va; here is a new 
kinde of fruit ſtart up, a Pum- paradice upon 
a Crab- ſtock, Lumbards and Scriveners are 
become the Popes cannonized and beatiſied 
Saints. 

Farwell then, Vipianus, Modeſtinus. and 
other Pettifoggers of the Law, Sollicitors 
and moleſters of cauſes, who account being 
in debt a kinde of bondage and ſervitude. 
I pitty Seneca weakneſſe, who bluſhed to 
borrow, Miſerum Toerbum, & dimiſſo -oultu 
proferendum, rogo : T hat Poet Lanrear for- 
feired his wreath of Bayes and Ivy-twine, 
who made his prayers to his Purſe, to keep 
him out of debt, in this manner, 


To you my Purſe, and to 
none ot he / wight 
Complarn I, for you to be my 
L.:dy deer: 
r B 2 I 
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Tam ſorry now tht y0u be 


loht, 

For certes yeenow make me 
heavy cheer, 

Me were as lefe laid upon a 
beer. 

For which unto your merc3 
thus I cry, 

Be heavy again, or elſe mote 
I ae. 


Now vouchſafe this day, or 
it be night, 

That 1 of you the blisfull 
ſound may heare, 

Or ſee your colour, like the 
Suny bright 

That - of yellowreſſe bad 
never pere 

Te be my life, ye be my hearts 


fiere ; 


: | Queen 


ng 
Queenof conf and yd 


company 


Be hexyy again, or elſe mote © 


I dye. 


Now Purſe, that art to me 
my lives light, 

eAnd Saviour as down in 
this world here, 

Out of this Town help me by 
Your might, 

Sith that you will not be my 
treaſure, 

For Iam ſhave as neer as any 
frere, 

But I pray unto your cour- 
tefie, 

Be heavy again or elſe mote 
I dye 6 
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LY 
Yer welfare 1 prodigall unthrift who 
is us quem condus , and lerves at 
he Bareery batch, whatſoever is in his Bin 
or his Batrell, and therefore could never 
endure the complaint of his Purſe, ho thus 


—— f unto him. 


N. ateria W delraita 
cadavere, forma | 

Tam varia, ut ner ego me 
mihi poſſe queam, 

Haud melius fatum, nam 
penideo: more latronis, 


1 fic me fueris ha- 


e pu ant. 


Si dederis ſervo, ſervatant | 
reddo petentt, | 


Non niſi at anriculis rrafhs - 
referre vol. = 
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' 
Hin PI, makes my 
materials, | 
My form is various, where 
' my [elf Ilooſe, 
A doom a fellons death and 
uneralls, bY 
For at a belt Tam hang d by 
anooſe, 
Ido not filch for mine own 
thrift and gain 
But what you give, Icloſely 
keep and bear, 
And when you aske, I it 
reftore again, 
Tet not, except you pluck me 
by the eare. 


For the Al te-waell, and foot of the 
reckoning. this is the ſumma ſmmarum, debe- 
mur mor ti nos noſtraq; ſo that whul'it Ive, I 
mult reſolve to live in debt, in debt io God 


for my Being in debt io Chrill for my Well 
being 


% 
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being; in debt — Gods ſanctifying ſpirit. 
for my New beim · and I will ever be ready 
to pawn my lite for my Countreys liberty ; 
I will owe obedience to my parents, faith 
and loyalty to my Prince, and when [ (hall 
pay my great debt unto Nature, I will ten- 
der my ſpirit into the hands of God, bo- 
— my Body to be depoſed in the lap 


and boſom of che carth, cry Domane De: 
mitte debita mea. 


